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Proclamation

¥hereas, New York State recognizes the rights and dignity of people with developmental disabilities, and is committed to ensuring
their acceptance and inclusion in all areas of life and to helping them achieve their personal and professional goals; and

¥hereas, developmental disabilities include autism spectrum disorders, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, Down syndrome, familial
dysautonomia, Prader-Willi syndrome, and other medical conditions, and this diverse community of people contributes valuable skills and
abilities to our society, and further benefit this state and nation through their advocacy, civic engagement, and community involvement; and

Eljel‘tﬁﬁ, New Yotk State will never tolerate unjust and discriminatory treatment of people with developmental disabilities rooted
in harmful social attitudes and stereotypes, and we fully support their right to high-quality, petson-centered services, meaningful relationships,
good health, personal growth, and productivity through opportunities to live and work in the most integrated settings possible, within
communities of their choice; and

ghﬁrk&ﬁ, over the years, self-advocates, patrents, family members, volunteers, staff, government officials, community members,
service providers, and others have worked in partnership with state and local agencies to help transform New York State’s service delivery
system from one that is institution-based to one that is community-based and ensures that people have greater independence, a stronger voice
in how they are served, and full participation in their communities; and

Ehkl‘t&ﬁ, the New York State Office of the Chief Disability Officer was created in February 2022 to serve as a government resource
charged with a number of responsibilities, primarily to ensure that all people with disabilities — regardless of their type or degree of disability
— are well represented by a strong voice; in its first year, the Office has been effective in making policy tecommendations for the entire disability
community, while also engaging and interacting with a wide variety of disability organizations and individuals with disabilities; and

%bﬁl‘k&g, continued education and public outreach is essential to ensuring that people with developmental disabilities have the
opportunity to live their lives to the fullest, have access to the same opportunities as people without disabilities, and are empowered to achieve
their personal goals; and

Ebzt‘eas, the New York State Office for People With Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) has the fundamental purpose to
administer and oversee essential services for New Yorkers with developmental disabilities; with input from community members and
advocates, OPWDD is launching a tobust program to educate the public about people with developmental disabilities and their integral role
and contributions, while eliminating associated social stigmas and dispelling common misconceptions that unfairly characterize people with
developmental disabilities; and

Ebt‘l’ﬂaﬂ, during the month of March, New Yorkers join to recognize the many significant contributions people with developmental
disabilities make to their communities and to our whole society, and we applaud their accomplishments while also acknowledging the
difficulties they still face — reminding all of us to consider ways we can help people with developmental disabilities achieve their fullest potential;

ﬁﬂm, ’(!Eberefnre, I, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim March 2023 as

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH

in the Empire State.
Given under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this first day of

Match in the year two thousand twenty-three.
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Secretary to the Governor
Karen Persichilli Keogh



